Litter-Picking Guidance

Choose a Safe and Suitable Location
Where you litter-pick must be safe and accessible. Quiet streets, parks and open green spaces are a great place to start and build confidence. Plan ahead when and where you will pick and consider your route.

Never litter-pick:
· On private land without permission.
· Next to roads with a speed limit over 30mph.
· On roads with little or no pavement.
· Near the edge of waterways, ponds or lakes.
· Within 10 metres of weirs, sluices or locks.
· On beaches where you are unfamiliar with tide times or tide cut-offs.
· By yourself without telling someone where you’re going.

Get the Right Kit
The minimum equipment needed is:
· A litter-picker
· A bag
· Strong gloves

Blyth Town Council can loan litter-picking equipment out on a first come first serves basis.

Choose gloves that are made of a suitable material that will not tear and will protect your hands from injury. Wear closed toe, sturdy and comfortable shoes and weather-appropriate clothing.

Plan for Disposal
If you do a small litter-pick, you could dispose of waste in your own bin or a public bin.

If you collect more, you should speak to your local authority in advance and arrange for them to collect it from an agreed point.

We would not recommend leaving tied up bags next to bins without prior permission, as you could be accused of fly-tipping.

We encourage you to separate and recycle rubbish where possible.

Health & Safety Checklist
While litter-picking is generally safe, it is important to plan ahead and work with caution. There are a few key points to consider:
· Each location has its own hazards which should be considered before you begin.
· Avoid litter-picking in potentially dangerous locations e.g. on steep slopes or slippery banks, near derelict or dangerous buildings, or near livestock or electric fences.
· If litter-picking near water, do not enter the water, be mindful of tides and avoid working near fast flowing or deep water.
· Always wear heavy duty gloves and use a litter-picker. Do not pick litter up with your bare hands.
· Do not touch your face or any open wounds with your gloves and wash your hands after litter-picking.
· If litter-picking alone, let someone know where you plan to go and what time you plan to be home.
· Take a mobile phone with you.
· What3Words is a useful app to help identify your specific location.
· Check the weather forecast in advance and do not pick in extreme weather conditions. Prepare appropriately for the weather.
· Wear a high visibility vest or bright colours so others can see you and only litter-pick during full daylight.
· Please only attempt what is within your personal capabilities.
· Ensure children under 18 and at-risk adults are accompanied by a responsible adult at all times.

We recommend volunteer groups have public liability insurance. This will cover your legal costs if there is accidental damage or injury during an event, including harm to a member of the public or their property. All events run by Blyth Town Council will have Public Liability Insurance.

Remember What Not to Pick
There are some items we would recommend you avoid for your own safety.

Avoid collecting:
· Potentially hazardous objects such as unidentified cans or canisters, oil drums, flares and chemical containers.
· Sharp objects such as broken glass, metal and disposable BBQs.
· Clinical waste such as needles or syringes.
· Dead animals or poo.
· Fly-tipping, as it could contain hazardous materials such as asbestos.
· Heavy or bulky items.

If you choose to collect vapes, place them into a separate, clearly marked bag. Leave this to be collected by the local authority, letting them know you've left a bag of vapes, which are hazardous Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE).

If poisonous or hazardous items are present, or you find a pollution incident, contact Northumberland County Council on 0300 500 6400 or the Environment Agency on 0800 80 70 60.


Disclaimer
Please note, this resource is for guidance purposes only. Information has been taken from Litter-picking essentials | Keep Britain Tidy

We have highlighted general risks and hazards that may arise when litter-picking. Specific risks and hazards at each location will vary.
It is the sole responsibility of the volunteer or event organiser to identify those risks and hazards and put in place appropriate health and safety measures.

Blyth Town Council or Keep Britain Tidy cannot be held legally responsible for any personal injury, or any losses or damages suffered or incurred as a result of participation in a litter-pick, save to the extent that such liability cannot be limited or excluded by law.

For any questions, please email: info@blythtowncouncil.gov.uk
