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BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL 

Full Council 

16 October 2025 

Decision Report 

 

 

Results of the Consultation Exercise carried out regarding 

Allotment fires during the trial period of April to September 2025. 

Recommendation 

Council consider the results of Consultation Exercise and resolve 

whether to: 

• Revert back to the policy of only allowing fires within the 

months of October to March 

• Allowing fires all year round with/without restrictions 

• Continue with another trial period during April to September 
2026 

 

Ward  

 

All 

 

Risk Management  

  

The policy of allowing allotment fires was changed, at the request of 
allotment holders, for the period April to September 2025, in order to 

allow allotment fires throughout these months.  It was further agreed that 
this was for a trial period only. 

Throughout this Officers have monitored complaints and have carried out 
a consultation with both residents and allotment holders.   

 

Objectives  

 
To review the impact of allotment fires throughout the trial period via the 

recent consultation and monitoring records maintained by officers.  
 

Report  
 

At a meeting of the Environment Committee in February 2025, it was 

agreed to extend the period when fires on allotments could take place.  

Agenda Item 7.1
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The recommendation of the Committee was to allow fires 365 days per 

year, and this was to be reviewed after a trial period ending September 
2025.  

The Consultation document/questionnaire, see Appendix A, was issued to 
450 households overlooking/backing onto the allotment sites in the town 

as well as notices on allotment gates and discussions with the 2 
associations in the Town.  The consultation with, BTC managed, plot 

holders, 148, was included within their rent letter, Appendix B. 

This exercise has seen some 59 responses.  The summary of results are 

shown in the table below.  

 

Comment: Responses from 

residents: 

Responses from 

allotment 
holders: 

Responses from 

Committee 
associations: 

Support all-year 
fires 

3 4 1 (representing 
197 plot 

holders) 

 

Support Partial/ 

conditional fires 
(e.g. except 

weekends and 
bank holidays) 

5 0 0 

Oppose all-year 
fires (revert 

back to Oct-

March 
permission) 

40 0 1 (representing 
119 plot 

holders)  

No fires at all 3 0 0 

No strong 

preference 

2 0 0 

Totals: 53 4 2 

Officers have also dealt with 15 complaints from residents/NCC and these 
have been dealt with in discussion with allotment tenants with regard to 

the appropriateness of starting a fire in the given circumstances 

Malcolm Wilkinson 

Town Clerk 

6 October 2025  
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