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BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL 

Community Development Committee 

9th June 2026 

 
Food Bank Donation 

 

Recommendation 
 

The Committee RESOLVE to make a further donation of £5,000 to 
the Food Bank, and that a further review takes place in 6 months’ 

time. 
 

Ward 

All 

 
Risk Management 

 
There is a budget provision for the distribution of community grants to 

various organisations. There is a legal power under s137 of the Local 
Government Act to cover this expenditure.  

 

Objective  

To support worthy organisations within the Town by giving financial help 

after consideration of any application submitted. 
 

Report 

It was previously agreed at the Community Development Committee, 13 

February 2024, to make a regular 6 monthly payment of £5k, to the Blyth 
Food Bank subject to ongoing review. 

 
Monitoring visits have taken place in September 2024, February 2025, 

September 2025 and April 2026 in line with the Committee’s decision. The 
most recent visit was carried out in April 2026 and confirmed that the 

Food Bank continues to provide an essential service within the 

community. 

Demand for the Food Bank has continued to increase to service need. 

Referrals are received from a wide range of agencies as well as through 
self-referrals. Patterns of demand fluctuate during the year, with peaks 

around key holiday periods. For a full breakdown of the service, please 

see the appendices included.  

The data provided includes the number of parcels provided to Seaton 

Valley residents. The Food Bank does not receive any direct funding from 
Seaton Valley Council. However, they do act as an agent for the Food 

Bank to collect donations from their residents.  
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The Food Bank has faced rising costs, with expenditure increasing and 

reserves reduced following essential improvements and training. Public 
donations have also fallen, though efforts are being made to encourage 

contributions. 

The Food Bank continues to deliver a vital service to the community. The 
Committee’s established approach of providing 6-monthly support 

through a £5,000 donation remains appropriate. This recommendation is 
informed by monitoring visits and the latest reports provided by the Food 

Bank. 

 

Hannah Gregory 

Community Engagement Assistant 

01 June 2026 
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Appendix  

 
FOOD BANK DATA JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2025 

 
 
FOOD BANK DATA JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2026 
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DATA 2014 - 2025 
 

 


