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Date 13 February 2020

RE: Planning application 19/04971/FUL

Change of use to Sui Generis Hostel providing short to medium term lodging Includes some internal demolition. Wellington House Wolsley Road Blyth Northumberland NE24 1DD

This property is in the Bondicar Terrace conservation area. It is a late Victorian, attractive property on a corner site. Although it is in need of major repair, it is in a highly visible location and should make a positive contribution to the area. Properties in a conservation area should be preserved and enhanced where possible. Bondicar Terrace is mainly residential, and the property could be converted to two high quality flats for families to live in permanently which would be a much better option.

The applicant states that it would be converted to 19 double bedrooms all of which would be of a minimum size, for maximum profit. Not even any basic cooking facilities for a kettle or microwave.

There is reference to it being for “Off-Shore workers” but this cannot be an enforceable planning condition and therefore the property could be used for any unsupervised lodgers. There is already a fear of crime and disorderly behaviour in Blyth, especially in the town centre, and this type of conversion adds to that fear of another unsupervised H.M.O.

There is very little car parking near the property with none on Waterloo Road or Wolsley Road and a limited residential parking scheme in Bondicar Terrace, which is also a one-way street. Destroying a garden by paving over it to provide seven spaces does nothing to help visually improve the area. The paving will also hinder rainwater soaking away in the garden and there are already issues with the property drainpipes flowing onto the pavement.

This is not a very thoughtful property conversion and it should be resisted.

Blyth Town Council urges the Planning Authority to refuse this application.
[image: image2.jpg]




Blyth Town Council

Arms Evertyne House, Quay Road, Blyth, Northumberland, NE24 2AS

Telephone:  01670 361668

Email:  info@blythtowncouncil.org.uk   Website:  www.blythtowncouncil.org.uk 



